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1878. and Russia,, Lord Beaconsfield spoke with such
vehemence against any partition of Turkey that
the Congress would not do more than " invite " the
Porte to draw a new frontier line which should^
give Janina and Larissa to Greece. Such an
invitation was made to be ignored, and Caratheo-
dory Pasha contemptuously observed that he was
not instructed either to accept or to reject it
The Treaty The Treaty of Berlin was signed on the I8th of
July, after the Congress had sat for a month. It
preserved the integrity and independence of the
Ottoman Empire by violating the one and flouting
the other. Bulgaria became under its provisions
a self-governing principality with a Christian
Government and a national militia. The Prince
was to be elected by the population with the assent
of the signatory Powers, and not to be a member
of a reigning dynasty. The Ottoman army would
withdraw from Bulgaria, and all fortresses would
be razed. South of the Balkans there was formed
a new province called Eastern Roumelia, under the
direct authority of the Sultan, with a Christian
Governor and Home Rule. No irregular troops
were to be employed in the garrison of the frontiers,
and regular troops were not to be billeted on the
inhabitants. Bulgaria and Eastern Roumelia were
to be occupied by Russian troops for nine months,
and no more. Bosnia and the Herzegovina were
placed under the permanent administration of
Austria-Hungary. Montenegro, which had long
been independent in fact, was declared also in-
dependent in name, and received the port of
Antivari with its seaboard. The independence of
Servia and of Roumania was also recognised.
Bessarabia was restored to Russia, and thus dis-
appeared the last trace of the Crimean War. In
return for this sacrifice Roumania was granted
possession of the Dobmdscha, with the islands at